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POPULAR PIETY

The Worship and Teachings in
the Various Churches of the
Metropolis Yesterday.

BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE NEW.

Sermons on the Christmas Season, the 0ld
Year’s Death and the New Year’s Na-
tivity, by Archbishop McCloskey and
Rev, Messrs, Chapin, Frothing.
ham, Powers, Graham
and  Northmp,

Mr. Beecher Preaches on Unconscious Influ-
ence, Peevishness and Oheerfulness
and the Mirthfulness To Be
Found in Heaven,

S———————

TALMAGE OUT OF THE TABERNACLE.
The Bervices of His Congregation and
the Sermon that He Preached to .
Them in the Brooklyn
Academy of Music,

“WHY WAS THIS WASTE?”

Br. (amp's Christmas Celebration for the
Children in the Unity Chapel,

The Rev. Dr. Chapman on the Sin
of Indiscriminate Eulogy.

How the Day of Religions Rest Was
Kept by the People.

CHURCH OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY.

Dr. Chapin on the Lessons of the Closing
Year—=Significance of the Inner Man.
Dr. E, H. Chapin preached at his charch on Fifth

avenue and Forty-fiith street yesterday to the

uenal large and fashionable congregailon on the
esgons of the closing year. He took for his text
the sixteenth verse of the fourth chapter of Paul's

Second Epistle to the Corinthians—‘‘For which
cause we faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man I8 renewed day by
day.” The Apostie Paul, sald the reverend gentle-
man, recites herein his troublea and persecntions,
and makes no statement of any ameliorating con-
dition by which he was enabled to endure excepl
his own luward spiritual resources, e draws &
great contrasi between the mere material man and
that inner life that Is part of our belng; for, he
eays, though eour cutward man perish, yet the in-

'ward manp is renewed day by day. The conditions
pet forth by Paunl are most worthy of consideration
now as we Qraw o lesson from the closing year,
Nothing can more forcibly illustrate the reality of

OUR OUTWARD MAN'S DECAY.

Hours and Jdays glide by and we de not motice
them, just as small c¢oin may be distribated here
and there and never accounted for; but when a
year draws to o cloge with its large sum total of
kours and days, 80 large and important a portion
of our earthly life, we feel that we must stop and
consider it Lo see where we stand, as the business
man fecls the necessity of accounting for a large
sum disbursed. One year Is a large sum taken
from she l.‘ll{.i“lll of 1Hie, and life is a capital forever
wausting and not to be recruited, If there 18 any

ortion of humanity that grows and improves it 18

he infant; and yet as the babe grows year by year

Toto manhood some particle of {is material exist-

ence wastes away, and each birthday that adds to

the years of its existence deducts from its term ot

Hfe. We may not be able to look upon the changes

in ouraeives, produced by the fleeting years, but

there 1s an old story of
AN ENCHANTED MALL

where a millon mirrors reflect the man, not as he
feels himsel to be, but as he ls—and Lo life we ma;
look upon the persons of our acqualntances an
friends and see in them the images of gurselves,
nol as we feel, but a8 we are, Thelr whiteuing hairs
and weskening limbs may Indleate the decay that
18 upon us, and our consideration of the old yeur
will lead to some good If it lmpresses it upon us
that decay is real.  All things perish, Our granite
Ftructures, our stately citles, our colossal lortunes,
even the world perisheth. In the ordinary business
©f e there 18 no other account then that of

. PROFIT AND LOSS,
and in this business of life, as men ook at it, even
from u commercial olnt of view, the losses must
be all on our skle. e lose hours, daye and years.
They go irom us and there Is no returning equiva-
lent. Our physical frames decay, apd there {8 po
recruiting of strength. But is there no gain? I« It
all losst Materislism says ves; that lile is but a
gquick-wrought strugiee, with no aim beyond the
present—it is over and there’s an end; that man
perisheth, his (noer and onter life alike; thut all
perishes—even the great globe Ltselr,

And like the baseless fabric of (his vision,
Leave not o wreek bohind.
Even if tms were 80 there wonld remain
HIGH DUTIES IN LIFE,

noble duties and noble work to be done. Even
without the ¢ternal future that opens up before us,
it a serfous thing to live ot ail: and it i8 impossi-
Ule for that man to have the ®ame zeal to do the
same work who accepts the materialistic view as
for one whose life i overarched by God's sanctity
and gtretelies out to limitiess rtermlg.

Aguin, my hearers, Puul says “the inward man 18
renewed day by day.” It is oot a dreamer who gays
thig, Paul was neither g dreamer nor n lanatic;
bLut e was an enthusiast, as every man 18 whose
heart 1s o bis work, There is more

COMMON SINEE
lrm:ked In his cpistles than in two-thirds of the
)0Ks In the Huraries of the world, He was not a
dreamer or & Iapatie, but an eminently practical
man, so well informed amd 5o experienced that had
he gone into Broadway or into Wall street he would

Ill.vll' been noted there for hiE upeommon execntive

ability.

cannot be taken as the prosing of a scholar or the
cant of the pulpit. In the revolutions and vpheav.
ngs that go on around us (o the conatantly falthiul
puccesgion of the sepsons=, the strict enforcement
of the laws of nature, there is to be recognized 1 he
presence aof a power before which man s naught,
and his jittle lie but a mere episode in the great
history that I8 making. The influence of this

Teater power shapes or overthrows oar actions,

rects our tides and ebbs, and rules wad controls
the motions like

A LIVING GULP STREAM,

! In every man, however low and debased, there
18 a year Illn[f‘ # =ense of something noble und goo 1.
A story Is told of an engineer who was crushed
with bis engine in o collislon, and when dragged
Jrom the ruins sald—*"1 am gone, but tell them that
I stuek by the engine to the last,’t What was there
o Lils -ll::k!rl* by the engine that would aid bis
waterinl e rit 18 aliover with death why I8
thie inner emotion, this desire for f;nud repute
afterward, o strong In the minds of men? 1t s
helieved thiat the grandest herolsm is ﬂlaﬂlnsm‘l on
the field of mariyrdom und io battie, but here 15 as
grand a heroism, aud it 18 lmbued in tne minds of
all. It i® a common herolsm this, but grandly
slgnificant of that lnward character which Paul
{ll:utllu funer mon.  See how soob the mere ma-

erl

MAN IS FORGOTTEN,

He alnks, and the waves close over him—a ripple
Jollowe, und the broad stream rushes on as belore,
1o the luner man alone that lves afterward, 1t
15 given only to a few to be constellations of great-
ness, blnzlng o the frmament and seen lrom all
Eolnln of the horizon. The inper life is renewed
ay by day—renewed by truth, never obsoleto
truth, exhuustless truth, and renewed by love, The
!&I;!HI’I man, who lives only to himselr, shrivels up

8 mummy jammed nto a sarcophaguos,

THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

Is eminently siguificant of that love that renews
the inner man. The genial warmth within, the
hearty generulhy. the universal socinbility supply
the aspects of Summer thal are wanting in the
E'llaat esolation of the Winter without. The storm
at has fallen nwpon this city, with its wild fury
and snowy desolation ig typleal of the lves of
mauy of the poor In our midst—a life that has
teen always a storm blockade, In helping thewm we
gl}r nneL‘t’ OIill' lnhnor I'Eeeé The I!ll" %hil u:' draw.
near 1 S L] noan eventiul and a sad
oni. Maa%]fa%ut-:i:t-‘ cmyires have been pushed
from their stools, great intellects have heen
uenched in darkness, and from among ourseives
Rone gug over whose scat e WOUIIDR sym-

What he says ol the inward man, then, |

bols yet 3

A rn’; desolation along the surface of the earth.
outward man pe th—yes, the Wintry de-

vastation of the Lranches, the dying heart throbs

ol the old year beaten by the hand of every clock

show it, but the inner man is renewed day by day.

8T, PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL

Bermonm by Archbishop MeCloskoey=—
Thoughts Suggested by the Christmas
Festival,

There was a large congregation in attendance at
the St. Patrick’s Cathedral at the high mass ser-
vices yesterday, The music was, as usual, very
fine, The sermon was delivered by His Grace the
Archbishop, who, It i« ncedless to say, was lis-
tened to with the greatest possible attentien. The
right reverend gentleman, after having In a most
analytical and interesting manner dilated upon
the fall of sy by sip, the conmsequent anger of
yod against him and his kind, and the guil impas.
gible that existed therealter between God and

man until
THE COMING OF THE SAVIOUR,

he spoke of the “allinuce’ between God,the Creator,
and man, the creature, which the condescension
of the Baviour in becoming man had brought about.
1t was, he sald, after the sin of our first parents,
an impossibility for man to raise himself up to God,
In order to put hlmselif where he could, face to
face, talk with Him, und be ln a position to ask of
Him the graces he stood in need of. How, then,
could the alliance take place, or, rather, how did 1t
take place ¥ It belng impossible lor maon to raise
liimsell up to God the Son of God Himsell consented
to come down to man, to become lke to him In all
things, in big lowliness, in his abasement, In his
};uverty. o i wretchedness, in everything to be

18 equal but 1o gin, For the sake of mankind,
whom IHe wished to save, whom He loved so
dearly, He even took upun Mimsell our or,
weak human nature, our humasn fesh ana blood,
and consented thav he should be toucheda by human
hands, to recelve expressions of human love, and
to return love for love., Yet that little iniant in the
manger was all the time the Infnite Almignty.
With ail His poverty, His abandonment, He wasfu
of riches, of honors, of glury, of lmunortallty, By
the coming ol that infant the slliance between God
8nd map was restored. In tne birth of the chlld
the work of the reformation of mankind was not
consummated, but only begun. Then, indeed, God
Wi seen on earth and communicated directly with
men, but in that alone was not the mpystery of the
incarpation. Then it I8 true God had united him-
sell with man ; still He had not communicated Him-
self to each pereonal man. Was, then, the object
of His migsion on earth to 1ast only during His iife-
Rm‘e. to cense wWhen He passed away lrum earth t

vot 80,

THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION

firat achleved in a stable i8 to endure lorever, to
exlst until the end of time. (od once become mMan
was never to cense to be God and pap, never to
abandon man to himself, for whom He fnally lald
down his life; so the mystery of the Incarnation
still exigls, and the Baviour 18 still with us, He
had not only united His divinity to our humanity,

but He left us the meaus of salvation, the power of
hecoming sharers with Him in the kingdom of
heaven, As 8t John says, ‘““He gives to us who re-
ceive Him, who believe in Him and who adore Him
In the lulness of the mystery of the incarnation, the
power of becoming the sons of God." Bo He has
united Himsell to each one individually, 'The
right reverend gentleman then remsarked that the
best way, especially for this season of the year, to
unite ourselves with God was to recelve him in the
sacraments, If Catholica Lad not already done
this, or il they did nat intend to do 8o, they did not
realize the mystery of the locarnation in its com-
pleteness and its peifection, He then went on to
Bay that we were miready standing on the threshold
ol n new Eelr, and as our thoughts went back to the
months that had rolled by since the last “New Year!
?*c naturally asked ourselves had we during that

|lme
DRAWN NEARER TO HEAVEN,

nearer to God ¥ The resolutions and promises we
had made at the Leginning, where are they now?
A year once passed is passed forever, and 18 words
and deeds were beyond control. The present was
indeed a time lor soleinn warning, but it was also
o time for holy resolution and prnfur. We should
return thanks to God for the biessings he had
showered upon n8 during the past year, and we
should pray lor the grace of God during the com-
ing yeur; pray for stremgth in our cares and
troubles; pray for the afMicted Pontiff; pray thnot
the light of faith ghould break In upon the dark
days that now surround bimand that ail the erriug
children of the Church should be brought back to
the knowledge and fear of God,

OIURCH OF THE MESBIAN,

The New Year's Sermon by the Hev. H.
Powers.

The Cnurch of the Messiah was well attended
yesterday, and showed a Jdeclded increase n its
congregations since some weeks ago. The pastor,
the Rev. Mr. Powers, preached his New Year's
sermon (rom the texi, “He hath made everything
beautiful in its time,” which Is found in Ecclesi-
astics iil,, 11. Mr. Powers commenced as follows ;—
Accepting, now, as true this sentiment of the wise
man of the Jews, let us inquire, my friends, what
are some ol the thoughts which it suggests and ow
they can be best Improved by us In accordance
with the spirit of the hour, First—Let us seek to
apprehend, If we can, the ldea which the word
“time" embodles. But this {8 no ¢asy task, for the
instant we essay to grasp it it is gone. If we think
to portray it by eigns and symbols we are mis-
taken, and yet images are ita only meaus of de-
ecription. Thmels B

THE TWIN DROTHER OF SPACE,
and nothing in God's unlverse can exlst or happen
without the Intervention of both, Time both pro-
duces and destroys all things. It is both the longest
and the shortest of the motions with which we have
to do, the silmplest, the slowest, the most divisible

and the most indivisible, the most regretted when
it is gone from us and the least regarded when It
I8 by. Strictly speaking, time {8 not ltself an
entity, a thing, bot simply an ideg, o
CONSTANT SUCCESSI10N

an endless duration, It is always the friend of the
virtuous and well-disposed, but the bitter and tor-
wmentieie foe of the vicious and evil-minded. Its
functiou is to measure for us here our allotted
space of God's good life, as we journey from the
ciadie to the grave, and therefore to the good man
it §s redolent of memories sweet amnd anticipa-
tions delight[ul; but to the bad, of recollectlons
that are #ad and forebodings that are gloomy.
Secoud—As the proper way lor us to lmprove our
time, our opportunity, our segment of God's eter-
nity, I apswer generally as Solomon has it in the
text, “He bath made everything beautiiul in its
time,"” aod that “He has set 1ts destined duration
iu the heart of everything.,” That God has done
this, remsember, nnd not fate nor the devil, and that,
therefore, 1t is well. It 18 as though mortality were
i huge timepiece, which God had made and set in
motion, which woves il reslstless course while

each cog in

ITE MYSTIC WIMELS
bears graven in ils stern substance as It comes
BWINIY up n blessing tor ug all, It ticks the time
for us *wo be born," and though we may not like
the age or land or place in which our lot 18 cast, wo

cannot  help iy, nor need we wish to do
B0, lor it {8 the best for us. Ho also
with “our time to dle.” A8 God sees it

there is no untimely desth; no man really ever
died too soon, or lived a moment longer than was
good for time, *“To every thing there 18 a season
and o thoe to every purpose nuder heaven;™ “a
time (o plant and & time Lo pluck up that which (s
planted; a thoe to Kill und a thuee to heal; o
TIME TO BIEAK DOWN

and a thme to build up, 0 time to weep and a time
to laugh, a time to mourn and o tiwe to dance”
No one therefore can (ix o date beforehnod und
any, “On such a day | will be merry aml such o day
1 will mourn,' and be certams of the fulfilment of
his purpose. For the duy wppolnted for his wed-
ding may prove the day destined for his mourning.

Alter sully explaioing the above views on time
the prescher made some very sensible and practical
remarks uppropriate to the dawn of the new year,
aud concluded Ly offering to his congregation as s
New Year's motto, “Let us therefore, breturen, us
IADY a8 be perlect, be thus minded."

TWENTY.-THIRD BSTREET PRESBYTERIAN
QHURCOH,

Bermon by the Rev. IIL, D. Northrope
The O0ld and the New Year=God's
Great Bounty to Mankind=Meeling
Relative to Forelgn Sunday Schoolge
Addresses by Drs, Eggleston and Wood-
rufl.

The Rev. H. D. Northrop preached at the West
Twenty-third Street Presbyterlan church yester-
day forenoon. He took his text from Pealms cf,, 1—
“l will ging of mercy and jndgment”—and coms-
moenced bis discourse by drawing attention to the
fact that David prases God for His judgment just as
lie dues for His merey, Woareapt to be grateiul for
mercies and gimply resigned to the judgments of

God, We thiok the sweet and pleasant good and
the bitter evil, yet It may be the latter
that curcs, God has a lesson In everything

e docs, and He gpeaks to us by events and cir-
Joumstances as well as by His written Word, It s
worth while, thercfore, to conshder the mercies of
the past year and re (resl our minds with a reckon-
Ing of good things,

The preacher comprised these mercies in two
distinet classes—the temporal and spiritual. , The

temporal life 19 the gire of God, and (s value s
shown as lopgevity is given as
A REWARD TO THE GOOD,
Hg who puiots the Liy aud the buttercup paints

The ses has upheaved and fire has | also the

crimaon ti on man's cheek, and when
the brush (alls from the Master's Land that cheek
will pale. We are pron¢ to counsider: that life is
rawn m a lower source amd talk about
preserving health and taking care of ourselves;
et If Gﬂg says live, we have existence. for He 18
he sove of onr very breath, as Heis of all
the world's om high. The learned divine then di-
lated upon the suddenness of death’s advent and of
the numerous ftal difasters amd catastrophes
which had taken place during 1872, drawing there-
from a beantiful deduction to proye the necessity
for epiritual grace. We, none of us, know how
long we have to live, and should, therefore, walk
llll]':l.rt htly t‘r?ﬁ in the love and favor ol the Lord

e past year there had Dbeen

a poiltical campalgn which woas  so aori-
monious and scurrilons as to fairly  dis-
o8 & nation calling itself  elvillzed,

mas followed "'5 the death of & man who was too
great to be President, yet did not know it—n man
who did more for Lis country than the whole pack
of snarling curs who defamed him and called him a
devil durlng life, yet who were ready enough to
make a gaint of hint when dead,
was only one of ARy Arent and good men who
any great an en w
had passed Irom earth during the year. A new
{enr is close at hand, and this is & proper season
0 show gratitude to God for the many blessin,
His meroy has vouchealed to us, and also for the

framing of resolutions wlich will enahle us toaspire
!‘n the future to a high place in His heavenly king-
om.

A meeting was held last evening In the tiurch
Behoo

on behalf of the Forelgn Sunda Is Mission.
The Rev, E. Fggleston addressed the uo‘m tlon
at considerable length upon the adv ty of

promulgating retlydon in European countries by
means of unndn{ soiools, e spoke in particular
of Gexmany, where the Chureh and 8tate are allleq,
and confidently asserted that Sunday schools
would goon emancipate religion from the anarcl
and Intolerence of the government. He recognize
fully the wonderful benefits which have reaulted
Irom the system pub| 00 but
he did not consider It advisable to leave religlious
education to these Institutions. It was lmpossible
to graft in the heart and memory of a child
geagn}:hy. arithmetic und rellgion simultaneously.
he arts and sclences were driven lnto the youth-
fal understanding—religlon had o be generated
in the bosom o! the young schular by love and
gentleness, The government of Germany was
Btron l{ ormued to them, for it recognized the
certainty that children would begin to think for
themselves, and not rely too much upon the power
of monarchial rule. He deemed it fortunate that In
this country the burden of religlous instruction had
been shifted from paid teachers to those who la-
bored for love. A bond of holy unity existed be-
tween pupil and teacher that grew stronger as the
infant mind advanced it knewledge of true rell-
ﬁn. Germans as teachers were far ahead of
ericans, but thoy did not dare to expound theo-
riesin their own country on anceount of the govern-
ment. A system of Sunday schools throughout
Prussla would be the means ol pr:lr'n‘gntln true
glmitmnity, of revolutlonizing r on over
e Empire.

The Hev. Mr. Woodruf sald that the number of
Sunday schools o the Continent of Europe was at

egent small. France had 800, Italy 72, Germany

50, Switzerland 650, Spaln only a few, Nine-tenths
of the Germans who emigrate to this coun try are
little better tham atheists, though their ' Vater-
land " was the primal seat of FPrutestancy. This
sod fact was the result of compulsory confirmation
and the actlon of the government making certain
religions ceremonies to be d
through before a youth can be eﬂglble even for ap-
prent cesnlg.

Rev. Mr. Northrop epoke of the great Interest he
felt In the movement and &he benefitse he thought
would accrne if the matter of establishing Sun ag
gchoels more widely on Teutonie soil was carrle
on with promptness and energy. He read a letter
lately recelved from the Jiev. Mr. Brocklemann, of
Heldelberg, In which that gentleman spoke most
favorably of the progress betng made and the happy
results which were already aceruipg,

LYBIQ HALL

The Boul of the New Year=Sermon by
Rev, 0. B, Frothingham,

Lyric Hall was well filled, as It always is, by an
intelligent and attentive congregation vesterday
morning, The subject of Mr. Frothingham's dis.
course was “The Houl of the New Year." DBelore
we meet again, he commenced, this year will
have closed and we will have entered upon an-
other, Some say one year is just like another and
that the same things happen over and over again.
We have joys, griefs, disasters and trials cvery
year. So it scems on the surface; but is not every
twelve months o separate creation and we n year
further on. The new year begins when the gra-
clous sunbeams melt the

EARTH'S OLD FROZEN HEART.

Another year and new currents of life are flow-
Ing over the old Continent, Every one speaks of
progress, and how do we know but that it con-
glsta in the steady building up of the futaret In
the faith that every cause has Its effect, and every
sequence Its sequence. Many believe that thinge
move in an endlesa cirele. The discovery I8 that
progress s a law according to which it 18 impossi-
ble for anything to stand still. Nothing perishes,
We talk of the “lost nrts,” but they were nothing

that wounld benefit man. Remember that progress
does not go in right lines, but in waves. There
Is an ebb and flood tide in progress, We m
faney that things are going backward and forward.
Watch the action of the wn\re.h They come up and

0 back, and you don't know Whether it is ebb or

ood tide. The seventh wave goes beyond the
others, and all after it go In farther and farther.
Tnis 18 the law which governs human pfulrs, In
1848 the great

WAYVE OF REVOLUTION

swept over Siclly and Naples, and they determined
to throw off the despotism which seemed to have
overcome them. Even the Pope of Rome seemed
to have turned reformer. The same wave awept
over England anid even reached our shores, The
North became aware of the atrocity of the Institu-
tion of uaveri. New papers were started, re-
formera made their appearanee,but the ebb began to
set in. 1t hog:n in Auscria and ran rapidly all over
Europe, HRe! lzuen from Ilungary passed over here
by the score. ‘Ihe city of Home was held by French
troops and the spirit of despotism settied down
firmer than ever. The reaction etruck our shores
and the old

ANTI-SLAVERY QUESTION
began to dle out. Compronuse come after com-
Ernlnm. We all sat In sackeloth and ashes. Had
he tide gone back ¥ XNo, Hud a prayer been
offered Iu vadu ¥ Never, Inafew years the flood
came in again and the reformers with it. The
waves did not stop here, Yon know how the
French despot feil and how the Pope was stranded
In the Vatlcan. see by th's that nothing is ever
lost, Beveral years ago there was a flood tide n
temperance, In Ireland, whieh, with perhaps the
exception ol England, is the most remarkable for
drunkenness, the reform was signally marked;
milllons put their names to the pledge, Men s
upon thelr feet and famities came together again.
At that time Ir was worlh almost & person's
character to  say anything against the
temperance reformers, One Ssaya  that one
of the most ftemperate people {8  the
most criminal.  Another that temperance does not
lufluence longevity or health. There is more tem-
perance now than there ever was belore. There
are thousands who would sooner die than tuste
the accursed thing, The
WOMAN'S RIGHTH

fuestion a few years ago came up in a fiood tide,
bt now It is beginning to ebb: partly, gorhaps.
hecause it was associated with disreputable ideas
of soclal life. We have touched botlom, but must
walt until the flood comes in again, There isa
creed called the dootrine of Trimity, which has
agitated England. They say, “The Father is eter-
nal, the Son Is eternal, the Holy Ghost 18 otemal;
and there are not three eternals, but one.’
“I'ie Father & omnipotent, the Son is omnipotent,
the LHoly Ghost is omnipotent, but there is only

ven them. After referriug to the context and
owing under what cireumstances Elhu uttered
the words of the text, he added :—

THE DAYS OF THE YEAR SPEAK
something awful to you and to me. They speak of
abounding mercy and unmerited . ness, He
dwelt opon ihe more common, and therefore lesa
n&:rad&ud. blessings of Providence, and showed
that these are the most Important of all; such as
the air we breathe and the means afforded us for
gapplying our wants, He then proceeded to con-

€r some of the special mercles. There has been
no special outpou nﬂnr God’s spirit, but the move-
ment of the Church has been onward, while the
#lgns of the times evince that the measure ol God's
wrath tgward the wicked {8 belng rapldly flled,
and the glory of Hhe Church will be enlaneed when
the blow ecomes. Crime {8 on the Increase,
and hyet it 18 certain God rules. ain,
the Dhistory of the past year tells of lear-
ful Menta-uvere. llll’t-lmf, unexpectad.
The and pestilence in Persia form a lesson
to be read by ns as well a8 by the heathen in
that unfortunate land, He e eloguently of the
Wars ol the past year and their devasiating effects,
of the many shipwrecks, fires and rallway accl-
dents as fulfilling the prophecies of God and pre-
senting an awful, sad lesson to us, That lesson is,
that He Is angry with the sons of men, and they
will have a effect If they Induce the wicked to
give thelr hearts to Him. After incldentally refer-
ring to man's personnl experiences, g, 88
they do & mixture ordlo and gorrow, which should
bring him nearer to tu'I. he turned to the
POLITICAL CONDITION OF UHRISTENDOM
Polities are not the business of the pulpit or of
the Church, he argued. But If any great moral
rinclple is involved, then It is the duty of all to
Erlnq hat principle out into the brilllant Hﬁhl of
‘higher law."” We have to observe Goa
g - i RO f special providence h
owing the evidences of special providence he
sald :—Germany Is utrug#‘l’nz hard to adapt hersell
1o the condition arising from her recent victories,
] emerging, with many throes, from Lhe
D it RELe T Lk 5 Vot hpedion
u o vast eXx on
which indicates =
WAR AS THE ULTIMATE ODJE(T.
| England, who pursued her course of detestable
neutrality, of no credit to hevself or venefit to any
one, I8 governing her vast realms as best she may.
Then, turning to our own country, he referred to
the late Presidentlal electlon, with its harvest of
depravity, and asked, in view of all , “What is our
condition' In the sight of God, &nd what 18
the lesson of the past year? and arew the conclu-
slon that, notwithstanding the great afnount of
wickedness and unbelief, It was evident that there
was o controlling power in the hands of God, and
that In the great contest between right and wrong
he was certain to be ultimately victoriouns. In
canclusion he considered the question, “What has
been done by the Ohurch at large and by us asa
fraction of ic?" He referred In terms of eloquent
denunciation to the
and Justice in lhltlglli‘q%: o I'i‘i%‘rflnlu ni th
] T result o uity on the
art of those In high places, He sald:—Never be-
re had Inw been 2o trampled upon and honesty
dishonored as to-day. There Is no salety from the
knife and pistol’ in our streets, ‘hat has
brought us to  this? ‘The  wickedness
of those entrusted with a due execution of
the law. ‘The remedy lay in educating publie
opinion up to a Christlan standpoint, and to this
duty the Church should devote ltself. Ie nrged
advancement and progress upon the Church com-
mensarate with the progress of the age in material
matters; that the great cardinal doctrine of
Christlanity is love to our kind, and that everg
Christlan should regard the world as his paris
and not circumseribe his efforts within the or-
nizstion to which he belonged. He exhorted
# hearers that, no matter wnat their positlon on
earth, they would hereafter be Judged in nccord-
ance with the divine announcement, “By their
fruits shall ye know them.' Let the ris of
Christians be greater and still greater, so that for
their ndellty, when the end of 1873 ehall have ar-
rived, “The days shall Apeak.’”

THIRTY-FOURTH STREET REFORMED CHURCH

Sunday School Anniversary—Address by
Rev. John Hall, D. D,

The forty-ninth anniversary of the Sunday school
connected with the Reformed church in Thirty-
fourth swreer, weat of Eighth avenue, was held last
evenlog 1 that place. The children crowded the
galleries and a goodly congregation fllled the main
room. The exercises consisted of prayer, reading
of the Scriptures and of anoual reports,
ginging by the chlldren of a Christmas
carol composed by Rev. Dr. Washburne, of
this city; a prayer by Mr. Pitcher, BSuperin-
tendent of the Sunday school, and a couple of
original hymns composed by Rev. Dr, Riley, the
poastor of the church, An address was delivered
by Dr., John Hall, of the Fifth avenue
Presbyterian charch, and Dr. Riley added a few
remarks. The reports declared that duoring the
past yenr elght Sabbath scholars had become mem-
bers of the church, and that the roll of the Sunday
school contains at present 300 puplls and 27 teach-
ers, The collections amounted to $734 ana the
dishursements to §71, thereby leaving the
treasury of the school n debt, torelieve which a
collection was taken up at the close of the ser-
vices. The missionary collection of the little folka
amounted to $3560, of which sum $120 was appro-
{gm.ed 1o the misslon in Mexico, under the super-

tendence ol Miss Rankin. The balance was dis-
tributed In this city and in a few points in the
Weat. One lady teacher and one echolar died
during the year.

ADDRESS OF DR, JORN HALL.

Dr. Hall spoke about the kind of work that is
done in the Sunday school in tenchmi the young
about Christ, It real mission work, and were
there more of it done by the churches there would
bie less of it to be doue by organizations outside of
the churches, and he belleved it would be done
better. The Sunday school can do much in this
wiy, and the Church must act the part of parents
i1 this regard to many children.  The children
can't get religious inatruction in our public schools
a8 they are at present conducted. The Doctor,
therefore, urged parents to send thelr children to
Sunday schools, and tImmtea ont the advantage it
would be, not only to themselves and the little
ones, but to their mneighbors, who might Le
led to imitate their example. He also urged
the children to bring others Into the Sunday
school and thus make themselves little missiona-
ries for Christ, He bade both children and parents
beware of the books they read. He had secn some
In Bunday senool libraries which were ter trash

than the cheapest ol the cheap novels that are pub-
lish ften & polson 18 Introduced ifnto the

one Omnipotent.” This is the holy Catholio falih,
which il one does not hold steadfustly he cannot be
gaved. We decline to read the ereed, 1t s one of
the corner &tones of a bullding at which no one
looks, bmt Il it were taken away the siructure
would fall. The past year ias been one of
FRIGHTFUL DISASTERS,

Floods In France, Italy and England, conflagra-
tions destroyiog our hest cities, o fearful famine in
Persla and an earthgnake destroying the old city
of Antioch. All these calamities show that we
are neglecting ourselves and ronning to ldleness,
We should huild better honses, Every year is a
prophet, ‘The past hernlds the future,

SEVENTH AVENUE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

The Departing Year=The Lessons Which
Its MHistory Teaches.

The Rev. 8, I, Graham, pastor of the United Pres-
bytervian chureh, on Seventh avenue, preached a
sermon Lo a jarge and attentive congregation yes-
terday afternoon on the sulject of "“The Depurting
Year.," After the nsual religious serviesy the rev-
erend gentleran apnounced for Lilg text the firse
clanse of the seveuth verse of the thlrty-second
chapter of Joh—"1 sala, Days should speak." He
£ali:—=We are standing on the eve of the depart-

ing year, aud we propost ere we lay aside
the volume of the past and turn to the
bright, fresh pages of the fMuure, with

which we are all unacqgualnted, ere we reverently
cloge the eyes of the old year and ook Into the bright,
gieaming eyes of the new, to induige In some
Christinn reflections, with the fervent prayer thai
God will free us rrom  all seldshness and enable us
1o consider Him more anl ourselves less, Alter
arguing io favor of the idea of o
EPECIAL PROVIDENCE

(o a conslderab’e extent, and that Its workings are
clearly evident to the spiritoal Christian, he urged
that there 18 reason to fear that the lessons taught
by (16 operations are likely to be overiooked,

The events of a year, in all their varied relations,

BIC BO LUWINCTOUS LLat unly o cursss glance can be

RN,

e
household by those books, that s never got rid of,
He would have Bible classes in every school, a3 g
sort of bridge connecting the chureh with the
school. Could he have his own way he would have
the church o Sunday school lor adults and the
Sunday school & church for little folk. Reierring
to the series of international lessons which the
Evangelical Sunday schools of this country and of
Canada take up next Sunday, the Doctor spoke
about thelr influence for union on the churches,
aud urged their study by parcnts and ehildren,

CITY OF CHURCHES.

Disoourses from Her Pulpits Yesterday—Tal-
meage at the Academy of Eecular Song—
“Why Was This Waste I''—Beecher on
Unconecions Influenco—He Will Re-

ceive New Year's Call—Dr.
Chapman on Indiserimi-
nate Eulogies,

PLYMOUTH CHUROH

Mr. Beecher's Hermon on Unconsclions
Influcnce=A Rebuke to the Irritable
nand the Peevish=Good Natare, Wit
and Humor and Cheerfulness Com=-
mended=Plenty of Mirth in Heaven—
Mr. Beccher to Recelve Callers on New
Year's Day.

The service al Plymouth chureh yesterday morn-
ing was [n harmony with the season, The cholr
gang the time-honored Christmas hymn, com-
mencing

ark! the herald angels sing,
to a carol from *“Zundell's Book of Anthems."
The melody sung was an  English  melody,
very famillar in the Episcopal churches of
Europe, but was not well rendered by the Plymouth
choir. The hymns sung by the congregation were
algo seasopable and jubllant, and formed an ap-
propriate prelude to the sermon, Mr. Reecher's
subject was “Consclons and Unconsclous Influence
and Power," The text selected was the fourteenth,
fiiteenth and sixteenth verses of the flith chapter
of the Actsof the Apostles—*"And helievers were the
more added to the Lord, multitudes Loth of men
and women, Insomueh that they brought forth the
| siek Into the streets, and lald them on beds and
couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter pass-
Ing by might overshadow some of them, There came
also o multitude out of the ¢itles round about unto
Jerusalem, bringing stek folks unto them which
were vexed with unclean spirits; and (hey were
healed, every one.' ‘This text was used by Mr.

Beecher, not in  relerence to its lstoricsl
relutionship, but a8 an emblem of the moral
and  spiritual  truths he desired to enforce,

The sbadow was as the unconsclous Influence:
tbhat was exerciscd by men unknowingly, both for
ool or evil, Men ore surcharged with power, aud
uman e 18 the noblest scene on which to give
and regeive cerebal Influences, Men act more than
they are suspected in the production of trouble,
Man was restive o bosiness and in his ordinary

oeeupations, and s copduct, which, If pursued in

the line of nature, might be productive of good,
was not in its unseen influenc hen

Ivas Rot In {ts ungeen infience good w pursued

A MAN'S SELFISHNESS

un us in Then combative-

Dess in man took up forms that detracted from his

law bore upen the irritable and

impatient, and its effect was just as perceptible in

the sullen silence ns in the irritable , A
was rssga’nii’!ga for the taﬂrlrjinrm;ml.’ ‘{s cm'rrnigg

about wi Then thers was the unconscious
wronyg done by the undue harboring of sorrow on
those who were around and about vs. It was
gm true that sorrow must have its way, and

ere were no times in  which this evil wus
more frequently done than In the cases of
minor glekness. The spirit of exacting was the
cause of Infinite evil. t unot your good be evil-
spoken of was the admonition “of p as well
88 Uhristians. Then there was a kind of egotism
ol goodness that was very painful. There were
people who were ko very good they had all the
a ities thal lifted them 'into @ perfection, that
tted them only for the bleseed, and these people
knew it. Their goodness was 80 obvious thab It
was 4 kind of rebuke to less perfect mortals, From
such people Mr. Beecher prayed that he might be
delivered, He counld quite” understand Theodore
Parker when he sald that he never llked Washing-

learned  thal

ton until he t he swore,
Their perfection was & kind of hard
Pharisalsm that needed something human,

to provoke them to charity and loving kindness,
Now, let them looK at the other side of this unseen
Influence, That was an infiuence like the Summer
Bun; It shone allke on the city, the town, the coun-
iry, the park or the wilderness where no man was,
S0 many menwent forth as luminaries of God's
benents, benefiting in what they mean to beneflt
and benefiting that which they “don't mean; jus
a8 there was i beauty that didd not know It ‘was
beauty. Ho there was a goodness that did not
kuow It wus goodness, There were i great many
HUMBLER WORKERS OF BOOLETY

Who were not noticed and were, as it weire, out o

ht, Those were the lubricators of society, who
like the oll that was put to the f ts on locomo-
tives on iis Journvy, would, In thelr absence, cause
goclety 10 go wrong. Such was the good-natured
man; the tendency of s nature was to
moke other peoplée good-natured. The man who
came to the breakfast table irritable was very
likely to make somebod?r else irritable, God bless
good-natured people! ‘fhere was room for a good
many more of them. 1t was a blessed thing when
a man had wit and humor in his mental eonstitu-
tlon, There were no gifts that we should be more
thankful for than these. If any man had

WIT AND HUMOR

in him, in the name of heaven let him not m&pms
it. How painful it was to sce everything taken in
the hard reality of life, a8 he saw & great many
housekeepers take It, They did not know how to
take life and make the best of it, and what a
blessed thing It was thal there was a comle slde to
life. There were many who thought that there
would lse no mirth 1n heaven., Where did they find
;en.y authority for thatt! I belleve there will

a g:od deal of mirth there. 1 don't
know how any man can read the Old
and New Testaments and not think go.

Blessed, I say, are those who are the natural in-
spirera of L and courage. We are too apt to
think of Chirist as the teacher, not as the actor and
the doer. Let men think of the harm that they
are uneonxclounlty doing DF a_lack of cheerfulness
and contentment. They do far more harm than
they suspect. The snadow of Peter was just as
hard a worker as Peter himsell. A few words of
practical admonition closed the discourse.
NEW YEAR'S CALLS.

Mr. Beecher announced that he would recelve
callers on New Year's D%{‘n his house, from eleven
A M, to seven I''M. ¢ humble and the lowly
:vrhf felt a [riendliness toward him would be very

elcome,

TALMAGE AT THE ACADEMY.

The Tabernacle Pastor's First Ser.
mon in the Homse of Sccular Song—
Woman's Life in This Country=A
Word on Worldly Notloms of Econ.
omy=The Le¢ssons of the Recent
Loss=The Burning of the Tabernacle
Not & Waste=The #refigurements of
the Final Fire,

Mr, Talmage preached atthe Academy of Muosic
for the first time yesterday morning. The parquet
and dress circle were crowded, and the family
circle was partially filled. Bervices will be held at
the Academy unfil the new church 18 erected,
which will not be until Spring, or perhaps early
Eummer.

The pastor occupied the stage alone yesterday,
80 the drop curtain was down and the only furnl-
ture on the stage a wooden settee, a small table
and a chair for the preacher. Mr. George W.
Morgan, the organist, presided at a grand piano
in the orchestral department, and furnished the
accompaniment for the congregational singing,
which was as grand and inspiring as It was in the
Tabernacle.

THOE SERMON.

Mr. Taimage selected for his text, “Why waa
this waste? '—which referred to the Iinqmry of
the people when the poor woman poured the
costly olntment on the head of Jesus at the ban-
quet of Simon the leper. The preacher sald:—
Now, before I come this morning to the maln
thought of my subject I want you to see what o
beautiful thing it s for a woman to approach
Christ. This woman of Bethany may have done a
good many pleasant things before, but this was the
grandest, bravest, sweetest thing she ever did,
and it is told as a memorial of her. Woman's life
is dull and monotonous in this c¢ountry without
Jesus, Men may go outinto the world, as they
do, every day, and they see new sights and hear
new sounds; but woman, for the most part, suffers
and tolls indoors. She needs a rest and inspira-
tlon she cannot get from music and neadle-
work., She has afection, deep and priceless,
and will never be happy untll she pours
that ointment from the alabaster bLox on
the bead of Christ. She may try to satlsfy her
soul by drawlpg room fatterles and elegancles
of apparel, but wid often feel great disguletude,
She cannot have peace here or well-belng here-
after unless, like the woman of the text, she
bursts into the room where Jesus slts, with all wor-
ghipful amection. Clrist asks no impossibilities.
The woman of the text brought an glabaster hox,
What was it to Jesus? Why, Ile was the fragrance
of the earth and heaven; but He took it. He was
satisfled with it. If it had been a wooden box He
would have been just as well satisfled. 1 hear
some one say, “Ir 1 only had this or that 1 would do
#0 mnuch for God." 1n the last day it will be found
that u cup of cold water, given In the name of the
diseiples, gets as rich 8 reward a8 if you had
founded a Kingdom, and that
THE BEWING GIKL'S NEEDLE
honorable in God's sight as a king's

that the grandest eulogium that was
ever uttered for any one was this—"She hath done
what she could." as well as you can. There Is
a mangoiling without Chrisi. He does not get on

noh. When he hears Paul thunder and Edward
ayson pray, he says, I wonder il 1 will ever join
in the song of heaven,” He wonders il it would
not ook odd for him to stand amid the aposties
who preached and the martyrs who famed.
Greater will he his wonder on the day when he
shall find out that many who were first in the
Cliureh on earth are last in the Chureh of Heaven,
and when he sees the procession winding up among
the thrones of the sorrowing ones who never ngain
shall weep and the weary ones who never again
ghall get tired and the poor who never again shall
beg, and Christ, regardiess of all antecedents, shall

ut upon the heads of His discipies a crown made
rom the gold of the eternal hills, set in with pearls
irom the celestial sen, and mecribed with the words
“Il¢ hath done what he could.”

1 see in this subject what wrong notions the
worla sometimes has of economy. Just ns soon as
these people saw the costly ointment spilling out
on the head of Christ they sald :—“Why this waste?
Why, that oiutment wmight have been sold and
the money given to the poor.’

THE HYPOCRITES!

What did they care about the poor? 1 don't think
that one of them that made & complaint ever gave
“ raruunf to the poor. I think that Judas was
most Indigonant, and he sold kis Master for thirty

pleces ol silver. There I8 nothing that makes a
BUDEY Ian 20 cross a8 Lo see generosity in others,
And go it (s olten the case ln communities and
churehes that those are the most unpopular men

who give the most. Here Is a man who gives

$1,000 to the missionary cause. Men cry out,

SWhat o waste! What's the use of sending New

Testaments and missionariest Why don’t you

send plonghs, and rakes, and corn thrésh-

ers, and telegraphst’” Ask the nations that
lhwve been saved, Have not religious biessings

always preceded finaucinl blessings ¢ Show me 1
community where the Gospel trinmphs and I will
ehow you a community prosperous in worldly mat-

tere, If noman Invests in o vank the cashier may

abscond; if o man goes into partnership his asso-
clate may sink the store, Alas for the man who
has nothing better than greenbacks and govern-
meut seeurities ] Lver and anon

GOD BLOWS UP THE MONEY SAFR,

and with o hurrfcane of marine disaster dismasts

merchantmen, and rom the blackened henvens

He hurls into the Exchange the hlnsln{( thunder-

bolts of His wrath. There I8 no safe investinent

save that which 18 made in the bank of which God
holds the Keye, The Interest (8 always being paud,
and there are eternal dividends, God will chinge
that gold into crowns that shail never lose their

Instre, and into scepires that shall forever wave

over o lund where the poorest inhabitant is richer

tnan all the wealth of earth tossed ur into one
gmterlng coin, Al there is no waste ; all that you

ave ever given to CUhrist has only been a perima-
nent Investment,

Last Sabbath morning, 1 think, a great many
persons standing in the presence of the great dis-
nster on Schermerhorn street sabd, **What &
waste!” Allthat toll expended hqs ﬁono down
in an hour, Indeed, those who have built churches
know that there are & great many toils, anxietiey
and sacrifices conneetod with sucn an entorprisc |

may be as
goeptre, an

the collection nnd solicitation of lunds; the sclge-

tion of a site for the "
st s s el bt o
themseives severely watehed; ihe (o mol
it Sanca 15 Sharth A o b
8 chure n
gregation |s e xhausted and e
THE MINISTER 18 KICKED OUT,
Oh you people o the Tabernacle, what have yom
to show-for all the tolls and prayers and expendi-
ture of the last two years! A heap of ashes!

Twisted  wal #corched lars, and atter
of all you ﬂtl\'a done,

obliteration

o waste! “Why was (his waste r "

my aear friends, there wasn't any waste,
All the tofl and money you put in that en rise
had a heavenly insurance, and it will be ”m
to you In some slln?e. What monaﬂl gave

!:rni wimm rt;thnr \ave :Ileﬁ; it “I.ll‘l‘ll

an have it in my pocket. ving my
1 might lose it, but where it Is it i§ safe !ore%ﬁf'l
don’t begrudge a uall or a bolt or u screw that went
down in that great conflagration. Why, If it cost
ud nothing do you think that Christ would have
wanted it ! Don't fling eny of your uselese, worls
out boxes at Him. That was the great, preclous,
alabaster box that this conflagration poured on the
head of Christ, When I say it was precious I
Bay what s true,  Our hearts had twined aroun
that place stro . I can hear the old organ
yet, marshallin hosta of God for the battle
shout of Chnls ”"ﬁ can see the audience
rlnnﬁyer. to the “Old Hundred” doxology. I can
aee the plilars entwined with Christmas garlande,
tellng people that Jesus 18 born snd every man
has a'chance for heaven. The place was all crow:
with memories, Oh, that on the last ﬁ
B{gacheu in that blessed place 1 had known I was

last time! I would have
KISSED THE OLD PLACE GOODBY,

It seemed to me when the roof Iell in and we
felt that all was gone that the tears on the cheeks
Blopped apd that there went through tie street on
that cola morning one great groan, But do not
mourn the loss ol that; Jesus I8 worthy of the most

reclous gift,  What a waste! Are wll the joys we

It there, all the comforts that brooded over onr
souls in days of darkness, a waste? Were the h
dreds and hundreds of souls who in that bull
flret fonnd the peace of the Gospel & waste? N
no;the building did Lis werk, and Lt |s gone,

astor and congregation were deeply afected duor-

this referénce to the Tabernncle and the

memories clustering about it, and many in the
audi¢nce wept.) Oh, God means something by
disaster, If such a torch be liled it mcans
light us somewhere, 1 wish thot fre
up all our 8ins and that iv

oor foundation man bulids on when he bullds on

his world, and_that iron and brick and granite
are wax when God breathes on theu.

All tnese finmes in Brooklyn, in Chicago and in
Boston are only prefigurements ol the great .
of fire which you and I will see na sure As you Bl
there and 1 sit here, That day will test nua
thoroughly. It will show whether our religlon is a
reality or only & false face. When that fire comes
over the flelds it will come swliter than the Autams
nal fire over the Iilinols pravie. Before it beasts
will dash from the rocks In o wild leap. Coming
aver the preciplces, it will be

A NIAGARA OF FIRE,

The continents of earth will wrap themselves In &
winding gheet of flame and the mountalns will ory,
to the plain, “Fire!"” and toe plaln wil ery to the
sem, "‘Fire!" and the sea will ery to the sky, ‘‘Five 1!
and heaven will auswer hack to earth; the eaverns
will groan It and the winds will shriek 1t, the
thunders will toll it and the storms will wall it, and
the nations will ery lt—*'Fire! fire!"

After the sermon a collection was taken up for
the benefit ol the bullding fuad, and Mr. Talmage
Enid that all collections hereafter would be devoted
to that object., Tne congregation applauded,

UNITY GHAPEL

Christmas Groeting to the Little Ones by
the Pastor, the Hev, Stephen Camps
Plensant Bervices, Good Music and
Happy Children—How They Lead
Elder Folk=The Lessons of Child Life.
Yesterday, as unenual, this pleasant little edifice

was well filled, and the services were cheerful and

refreshing. Lately a new organ of fine qualilty has
been erected here, and the music was creditable to
both the choir and the organlst for 118 simnple yet
tasteful rendition and appropriate relection, The
germon in the morning was preached by the Rev.
Stephen Camp, the pastor, and in the afternoon
the Christian exerciges of the Sabbath sc¢hool took
place. The followlng
CHRISTMAR CAROL,
written for the occaslon, was sung with beautiful
effect:—
Within each Christian home to-day
The oft-repeated story
Ts sung ngain in sweetest lay
OF joy, and peace, nod glory.
Of oy, that to ear th's WERTY ONeS,
usm‘vpure 1ite was piven;
With “Pence on earth, good will to men,”
And glorious gleamns of heaven.
From home to church we ul.ndtsl' haste,
Our liearts with love o'erflowing,
And in itssaered walls foretaste
‘The spirit's true outgoing
Of Joy, that 1o earth’s woary ones,
Josus' pure hife wos given
With "“Peace on earth, good will to men,"
And glorious gleams of heaven.
The Magi as of old have come,
Their gilts anid incense hrmging,
To every child in every home, .
Their volees joined i ringing,
For juy that to carth's weury ones
Jewus' pure life was given ;
With *Peace on earth, good will to mon,"
And glorious gleams ol heaven,

Now let us as we gather hoere,
To share this hour of gladness,

Remewber that the closlag year
Has mingled joy with sadness.

But thanks that to earth's woeary ones
Jesus' pare e was given;

With "*Peace on earth, good will to men,"
And glorious gleams of heaven.

Ani filled with earnest faith in Him,

2 The Father of all living—

A faith that time nor change ean die—
We renider our thanksgiving

Of joy that to earth's woary ones
Jeaus' pure Il.e was given;

With ""Feace on earth, good will (o men,™®
And glofous gleams of Lieaven.

The song “The True Shepherd"” fodowed the re-
spousive service, Then was recited the child's
creed, and, after 4 prayer, the pastor preached a
Christmas discourse to the children, couched in
such a playful and original style ns to interest and
delight them greatly. His text was taken from
Isalah xi., 6:—"“The woll also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the young lon and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them.”

The preacher dwelt long upon the singularly
powerful induence which lttle children rmay have
at times over the natures of thelr grown-up elders,
He himself had been led ftom hottom to top of the

houge and a1l over by a certam little fellow whom
all his listeners Knew. And thus it wosa by the
bright purity of thelr hearts they inspired hirher,
tenderer and nobler thoughts and awakencd mora
beautiful ldeas where the circumstances of hfe
lad perhaps before produced bitterness and unbe-
llef; where sin might have held a long lease of

wer,
- TIE 8TUDY OF CHILD LIFE
waa the richest in its results and that from which
would grow the greatest recompense, 1t taught
lessons of heaven and the cheerfl, merry pratile
of the children sometimes scemed the volces of
angels in its sweetness and gladness, Thoy were
weak aud leaned upon us, That trust of thelrs
was what tonched the heart with a tenderness (o
which no other 8 akin and it was the inspiration of
that stron7¢st and most deathless of passions—a
mother's love, In mostsof them could be seen the
conception of what we onght 1o be to be perfect in
righteousness—"'For of such I8 the kingdom
o M The Christmas season particular]
belonged to them as & holiday and asa festiva
because He, the great hero of all history, samer
them to come uato Him, and He net them an ex-
ampie of the lives which they ought to lead and the
love which they ought to leel jor God and man.
Ir they foliowed in HI8 [ootsteps they wounld never
he unhappy, and they would grow to be noble men
and women and gain at lust peaceful and glorlous
congumnations ol their lives,

Alter the Kev, Mr. Camp had econcluded the chil-
dren sang *The Sweet Story of 0id,"" and the ser-
viees were closed by recitation of the Lord's Prayer
and the Beuedicilon,

ST, JOEN'S METHODIST UHURCEH.

Indiseriminate Eulogics Upon Deceased
Grent Men D d=Scrmon by Rev,
Dy, Chapman.

Yesterday morning Rev, J. A. M, Chapman, D, D,,/
pastor of the St John's Methodist chareh, on Bed®
ford avenue, preaclied to a large congregntion,
taking for hug text the seventh and eighth vorses
of the sixth chapter of Galatians:—De nog
decelved; God 18 not mocked: for whatsoover a
man soweth, that shall he aiso reap, For he that
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrup-
tlon.” After a brief introduction, the speaker pro-
ceoded to say that men were llable to be deceived
in every relation of life—in financial matters, (n
referencs to health, and also with regard to friend-
ships. One of the saddest things In this life was the
hollowness of the soelnl world; Lut lufinitely,

more disastrous WwWas the deception  which
was rife In reference to the goul's condi-
tlon. The vrellgion of the senses hed |ts

devotees; of forms, its votaries; of the mtellect, ite
(isciples, and these were accepted as the conditlon
of present and future saivation with far les® care
and examigation than would be given to n trivial
financial transaction, Persons might be docoived
m regard to their personal interest” in true re-
liglon. Muititudes proiessed religion who were
never “born  again,” who never exporienced
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